JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE

APRI'L 11, 2003

United States Arnmny State of Louisiana

Cor ps of Engi neers Depart nent of Environnental Quality
New Orl eans District O fice of Environnental Services
Regul at ory Branch Post O fice Box 82135

Post OFfice Box 60267 Bat on Rouge, Louisiana 70884-2135

New Orl eans, Louisiana 70160-0267

(504) 862-1581 FAX 504 862-2574 (225) 765-0869

Proj ect Manager Proj ect Manager

John Her man Mel ani e Bauder

Permt Application Nunber WQC Application Number
CY- 19-970- 4824 WQC # MB 030408- 07

Interested parties are hereby notified that a pernmt application has been
received by the New Orleans District of the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers pursuant to:
[ X] Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (30 Stat. 1151; 33 USC
403); and/or [X] Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (86 Stat. 816; 33 USC 1344).

Application has al so been made to the Loui si ana Departnent of Environnental
Quality, Ofice of Environnental Services, for a Water Quality Certification (WQC) in
accordance with statutory authority contained in LRS 30:2074 A(3) and provisions of
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (P.L. 95-217).

CLEAR GRADE, EXCAVATE AND DEPCSI T FILL I N ASCENSI ON PARI SH

NAME OF APPLI CANT: Judge Alvin Turner, c/o Chenevert Songy Rodi Soderberg, Inc.
Attn.: Mchael B. Songy, 6767 Perkins Road, Suite 200, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808.

LOCATI ON OF WORK: I n Gonzal es, Louisiana, on Darla Avenue and West Worthey Street (LA
Hw 939), Section 32, T9S-R3E, in ASCENSI ON PARI SH, as shown on the attached draw ngs.

The work described bel ow was partially conpleted prior to obtaining a Department of the
Army permit and was in violation of Section 301 of the Clean Water Act. All lega
i ssues concerning the unauthorized work have been deferred.

CHARACTER OF WORK: The applicant has requested Department of the Arny authorization to

clear, grub, grade and deposit fill and/or aggregate material to construct a 26-1 ot
residential subdivision (Maude's Vineyard) to include utilities and drai nage
infrastructure. Approximtely 35,000 cubic yards of fill material would be hauled in

and utilized in project construction. Also, approximately 350 cubic yards of asphalt
woul d be hauled in and utilized in the construction of the street. An existing

drai nage ditch | ocated at the southeastern portion of the project site would be filled
in and re-routed to accommdate the construction of homes on that portion of the
property. The proposed project is being constructed on a 29.2- acre site of which 18.3
acres have been determined as forested wetl ands.

The applicant nmay be required to fully or partially restore the project site to
preproject conditions, if issuance of a permt is determined to be contrary to the
overall public interest.



The comment period for the Departnent of the Army Permit and the Louisiana
Depart nment of Environnental Quality WQC will close 30 days fromthe date of this joint
public notice. Witten comrents, including suggestions for nodifications or objections
to the proposed work, stating reasons thereof, are being solicited from anyone having
interest in this permt and/or this WQC request and nust be mailed so as to be received
before or by the last day of the comment period. Letters concerning the Corps of
Engi neers permt application nust reference the applicant's name and the Permt
Application Nunber, and be mailed to the Corps of Engineers at the address above,
ATTENTI ON:  REGULATORY BRANCH. Sinilar letters concerning the Water Quality
Certification nmust reference the applicant's nane and the WQC Application nunber and be
mail ed to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality at the address above.

The application for this proposed project is on file with the Louisiana
Depart nment of Environnmental Quality and may be exam ned during weekdays between 8:00
a.m and 5:00 p.m Copies may be obtai ned upon paynent of costs of reproduction

Corps of Engineers Permt Criteria

The deci sion whether to issue a pernit will be based on an eval uation of the
probabl e i mpacts, including cumul ative inpacts of the proposed activity on the public
interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of inmportant resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to
accrue fromthe proposal nust be bal anced against its reasonably foreseeabl e
detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
i ncluding the cunmul ative effects thereof; anong those are conservation, economcCs,
aest hetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, |and use, navigation, shoreline
erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy
needs, safety, food and fiber production, nmineral needs, considerations of property
ownership and, in general, the needs and wel fare of the people.

The U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers is soliciting coments fromthe public, federal
state, and |l ocal agencies and officials, Indian Tribes, and other interested parties in
order to consider and evaluate the inmpacts of this proposed activity. Any coments
received will be considered by the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers to determ ne whether to
make, modify, condition, or deny a pernmit for this proposal. To nmake this decision
coments are used to assess inpacts on endangered species, historic properties, water
quality, general environnental effects, and other public interest factors |isted above.

Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an

Envi ronment al | npact Statement pursuant to the National Environnental Policy Act.
Comments are al so used to deternmine the need for a public hearing and to determine the
overall public interest of the proposed activity.

No properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places are near the
proposed work. The possibility exists that the proposed work may damage or destroy
presently unknown archeol ogical, scientific, prehistorical, historical sites, or data.

Copies of this notice are being sent to the State Archeol ogist and the State Historic
Preservation O ficer



Qur initial finding is that the proposed work would neither affect any species
listed as endangered by the U S. Departnents of Interior or Conmerce, nor affect any
habi tat designated as critical to the survival and recovery of any endangered species.

This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirenents
of the Magnuson- Stevens Fishery Conservation and Managenment Act. The applicant's
proposal would result in the destruction or alteration of N A acres of EFH utilized by
various |life stages of red drum and penaeid shrinp. Qur initial determination is that
t he proposed action would not have a substantial adverse inpact on EFH or federally
managed fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico. Qur final deternmination relative to project
i mpacts and the need for mitigation neasures is subject to review by and coordi nation
with the National Marine Fisheries Service.

If the proposed work involves deposits of dredged or fill material into navigable
wat ers, the evaluation of the probable inpacts will include the application of
gui del i nes established by the Adm nistrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.
Al so, a certification that the proposed activity will not violate applicable water
quality standards will be required fromthe Department of Environmental Quality, Ofice
of Water Resources before a permt is issued.

Any person may request, in witing, within the comment period specified in this
notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for
public hearings shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public
heari ng.

You are requested to communicate the information contained in this notice to any
ot her parties whomyou deemlikely to have interest in the matter

Martin S. Mayer
Chi ef, Central Evaluation Section

Attachnments



